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1. Mega-Events  

• The Olympic Games are  one of many contemporary forms of 
mega-events  which world cities compete to stage, to enhance 
their global reputation.   

• There are many other such spectacles – such the Football • There are many other such spectacles – such the Football 
World Cup, the World Athletics Championship, but also Expos, 
like Brussels 1958 and Seville 1992, and even  global political 
assemblies - like the recent Copenhagen Climate Conference –
which have this function for the cities which host them. 

• Naples in Italy was revitalised by the G7 economic summit held 
there in 1994. This was a  triumph for the city and its then 
Mayor. Antonio Bassolino. . 
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2. Why these Spectacles Matter

• Olympics and other such events are a new mode of production 
and consumption, distinctive of the modern world. 

• They are firmly located neither in space nor time  - these events 
move ceaselessly through  both, like a  caravan. They 
concentrate huge resources wherever they alight  - capital for concentrate huge resources wherever they alight  - capital for 
investment, governmental  power, the movement of people,  and 
above all, media attention and the visibility which  goes with this.

• In fact television and the media is what makes these the global  
mega-events they have become.  They focus the attention of the 
whole world on a single place for a short period of time.  This is 
the opportunity they bring to the places that host them. 
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3.  Spectacles and their Host Cities

• These events  bring specially large  benefits to cities and 
nations  which wish to move  from the  periphery of global 
attention, towards its centre.

• They can be the  catalyst for a significant rise in global standing. 
Think of Sydney and Barcelona, or just recently of Vancouver, Think of Sydney and Barcelona, or just recently of Vancouver, 
whose reputation has been enhanced by the Winter Olympics.

• Beijing saw its Olympics as establishing its rise to pre-eminence 
in the world. South Africa hopes that the Football World Cup will 
have a similar meaning meaning for  this ‘new nation’.

• However, for an established world city like London,  the 
Olympics may be more about reasserting than   winning its  
status as a global city. 
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4. The Olympics and Brazil 

• The Olympics provides a special opportunity for Brazil and its 
cities.

• It has long been said that for Brazil the future is always coming, 
but never arrives,  But now, with its great size, population and but never arrives,  But now, with its great size, population and 
resources, with its  good government and successful economy, 
the future is arriving. 

• The Olympic Games of 2016  provides the opportunity to 
symbolise and give expression to this development in the eyes 
of the world. 
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5. Making the Most of the Games  

• The Olympics in 2016 provides opportunity to bring to the 
world’s attention many aspects of Brazil, besides the stadia and 
location of the Games themselves.

• Its  cities, its natural environment, its people, its culture, its 
produce, its architecture - all these and more can be given produce, its architecture - all these and more can be given 
greater global visibility  as a consequence of the Games. 

• This is not easy to achieve during the two weeks of the Games 
themselves, when media attention is focused on the various 
sporting events and competitions.  

• But it is this wider agenda that needs to be worked on during the 
years before the Games takes place. The Cultural Olympiad 
may be one focus for this. . 
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6. Conclusion  

• The Trinidadian writer, C.L.R. James once wrote

• ‘Who knows of cricket who only cricket knows.’  He was thinking 
of  cricket  as a site of contest  between the West Indies and 
England, their former colonial power, whom they learned to beat England, their former colonial power, whom they learned to beat 
at their own game. 

• There is also much more to the Olympic Games than the Games 
themselves.  
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