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Coverage  

 Urban Design at various ‘Local‘ levels 

 

 Illustrate some of tools which help analyse place quality, character & role  

 

 Plus issue of integrating those analyses with socio-economic characteristics 

 

 The link to the Strategic: areas’ role and function today; how they might 
change in future; housing market aspects; how to think about Local issues 
in a way that means something at Strategic level  

 

 What might this mean for actions at local level, for strategies at wider (e.g. 
city-region) level, and for ways of working in the new planning ‘landscape’? 

 

 One example of joint working 

 



From local….. 



Neighbourhood level: urban design analysis – character and 

potential  



Eastern Corridor: areas put together; needs+potentials; but no data ‘layer’   



“Residential Futures” 

 Putting urban design 

alongside socio-economic, 

‘Liveability’, and ‘Quality of 

Residential Offer’ 

 

 

 Developing a “typology” of 

neighbourhood types 

 

 

 8 city-regions in the North 



J. Regional shopping centre 

 

Place Quality Assessment (= urban design); Liveability (= qualitative data); ‘Residential 

Offer’ - range, quality, cost / affordability (= quantitative data) 

Synthesis at Locality level 



A ‘typology’ of localities                       [‘Residential Futures’ 2009]  

1: Strategically significant regeneration areas 

2: Near-market municipally-built housing areas 

3: Mixed/transitional neighbourhoods (e.g. Crumpsall) 

4: “Hot” market areas 

Others 

A. Post-industrial rural settlements 

B. Inner suburban, multicultural quarter 

C. Inner urban, mixed use / historical setting 

D. City centre adjacent, family friendly environments 

E. Inner suburban private rental sector 

F. Retirement communities 

G. Seaside communities 

H. Middle Britain 

I. Inner urban, industrial port 

J. Regional shopping centre 

 

4 locality ‘types’ were main focus: 



Using it at the district level: Hull’s Area Action Plan (AAP)  



Integrated analysis: urban design + socio-economic at 

locality level (West Hull) 



…to strategic 



Widening the coverage    

Extending the “typology” thinking 

 

Economy / Housing link: demand side ‘drivers’ 

 

Relating to City-Region, Local Enterprise Partnership 

(LEP), joint-authority strategies; duty to co-operate; 

etc  

 



Residential Futures 

Clusters of types 

(here, ‘Type 2’ in Tyne & Wear): 

 

… role? 

 

… phasing? 

 

… differentiation? 

Locality characteristics >> strategic implications 



Tyne & Wear City Region: Putting areas of potential (‘Type 3’ in the 

typology) alongside areas of pressure (from forecast demand-side)  



“What is to be done?”                                [Comrade V.I.Ulyanov 1902] 



Strategic level responses    

At city-region level: how intelligent housing / planning 
responses can help meet needs of economy 
(Manchester City-Region / AGMA) 

 

Strategies recognising that place matters – not just 
housing numbers game (and this is where urban 
design“sits”) 

 

Typologies can help structure the thinking: they are one 
of the ways you can link the local to the strategic 

 

Pointers to policy in both ‘market’ and ‘social’ sectors 

 
 



Local level responses    

Areas of choice: more of them, actions to 

nurture them (“the next Nether Edge”) 

 

 

Manageable actions: not always the big-ticket 

programme; not always ‘worst first’   

 

 

Fit within a strategic framework 

 

 

 



Aim: a more integrated story    

Urban design not just a side-trip to keep the planners 

happy  

 

Marrying physical & social attributes  

 

Broadly-based evidence base for policy 

 

Catalogue of local actions to encourage change 

 

 

But how do we do all that, in the new landscape?  



Local >> strategic, and bringing in urban design  

Landscape 

 Regional Spatial 

Strategies (RSSs) (exc. 

London) 

 Regional development 

Agencies (RDAs) 

 Planning Policy 

Statements PPS 1- 27 

 

 Local Enterprise 

Partnerships (LEPs) 

 National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) 

 

 Strategic Housing Market 

Assessments (SHMAs) 

 The duty to have meetings 

Tactics 

 LEPs? - big variation in 
relevance 

 City-Region Development 
Plans (CRDPs)? - not in 
South 

 SHMAs? - status / range? 

 Other partners 

 RSLs (place, not just 
‘Housing’) 

 Transport (PTAs, NR, 
TOCs, QBPs, acronym 
city….) 

 Council departments! 

 The neighbours 

 Joint studies 

 Joint plans 

 Counties 



Newcastle-Gateshead: partnership and its limits 

 Joint CS, Joint AAP for Urban Core 

 

 Politics: until May, different parties 

 

 Ways of working: 

 Positive 

 Common methods 

 Merged evidence base 

 Draws on ‘Local’ analysis 

 Issue of well-loved policies (DM, 
energy) – but a way of ‘testing’ them? 

 

 But: 

 LEP is Tyneside (not T&W C-R) 

 SHMA is Newcastle-Gateshead (not 
Tyneside) 

 

 Housing numbers: 

 Even with RSS, much jockeying 

 Now, competing land releases… 

 Green Belt v Regeneration? 



 

 Martin.Crookston@btinternet.com  

 Residential Futures: Peter O’Brien: www.placefutures.com 

 Newcastle: Nicola.Woodward@newcastle.gov.uk 

 Gateshead: AnnelieseHutchison@Gateshead.Gov.UK 

 West Hull: http://hullcc-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/nasa 
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